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Across
1.  Tucked away
4.  Executive order    
8.  Classic answer to “How long have you  
      been seventeen?”
14.  Be in the red
15.  Sesame Street character who 
       triggered some social media
       trauma-dumping
16.  Whittling tool
17.   Last round, as in old Mario Kart games
19.  Things for discussion
20. Plays footsie with, say
21.   Travel the seven seas
23.  “___ wrong Amazon is burning”
24.  Alfred’s editor, co-writer, and wife
25. Night cap?
27.  Closely mowed British sports rink
33. One may be asked to lend it before 
       a speech
36. Christmas in Quebec City
37.  Source of squawking from a pig?
38. How one might feel after a big meal
40. Major figures in the American civil  
       religion
42. Get stuck on shore, as a whale
43. Sasquatch’s Himalayan cousin
44. Word before one’s first name?
45. Horror-movie stars
49. Braces

 

7.     90% of this crop-growing layer will 
        likely be at risk by 2050, says the UN
8.    Stand-in
9.    Germs are good for you, in this case!
10.   Cool (“kewl”) with the kids
11.    Question words after any of the “5 Ws”
12.   Poland’s ___ Walesa
13.   Last word of an ultimatum
18.   Palestinian ethnicity
22.  “Raggedy” doll
25.  Sacrificed
26.  Urban light rail
28.  “Unless anyone has more to say…”
29.  Bad times, in old times
30.  Antediluvian utopia
31.   European country’s named, decolonized
32.  “On the ___”: exactly
33.  Regressions, from the flows
34.  “Smart” type
35. “I am woman, hear me ___”: Helen 
       Reddy
39.  King toppers?
40. US banks made 5.83$ billion in  
       overdraft ___ in 2023 (51% less  
       than in 2019)
41.  Numbered highway (abbr.)
43. Christmas dessert with not-so- 
       Christian roots
46. Made the sound of an animal  
       responsible for killing up to 4  
       billion birds and 22.3 billion  
       mammals yearly
47.  Letters saying this proof is not left up
       to the reader
48. Thick slice
51.  Monday morning foe, for many
52. *Other* former European colony  
       held by China
53. Inquired
54. Gives a verbal slap on the wrist (and 
       a lingual slap on the teeth)
55. Soften, after a stint in the freezer
56. Tegan’s identical twin sister and indie- 
        pop partner
58. Put in stitches
59. Brown-nosing belters
61.  “Don’t quit your ___ job!”: open mic 
       heckler
63. Blow away

50. Panchen ___, penultimate Buddhist
        figure disappeared by China in 
        May 1995
54.  Screen-reading accessibility tech,  
        for short
57.   Intersection point
58.  Up to 90% of these endangered  
         animals have chlamydia
60.   Discreet follower
62.   Hashtag calling for decolonization 
         of indigenous territories... or a nod
         to the areas circled in this puzzle
64.   Martial art from the Japanese-
         conquered Rykuyuan Kingdom
65.  Child’s boo-boo
66.   ___ Langton, Australian philosopher
        known for her work on pornography/
        objectification
67.   Convinced
68.  Really understands
69.   Electoral slander

Down
1.     Former Teamsters president Jimmy 
        who’s famous for his disappearance
2.    Gloria Gaynor hit: “___ Survive”
3.    Jeans material
4.    Billiard table fabric
5.    Corruptions of society
6.    Reddit presser (abbr.)
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