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In 1974, India became the first non-
Arab country to recognize the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization as the 
sole representative of the Palestinian 
people. Six years later, it voted for a 
UN resolution recognizing Zionism as 
a form of racism. India sanctimonious-
ly embraced a policy of non-alignment 
for decades as it attempted to become 
a leader of the Third World. But these 
selective gestures of solidarity with 
colonized peoples do not erase the 
foundational role of settler colonialism 
in Indian statehood. India’s occupation 
of Kashmir makes it a longtime peer of 
“Israel” — an entity with whom it has 
always shared political goals and mili-
tary tactics.

India’s historic displays of solidar-
ity with Palestine have concealed de-
cades of backdoor military ties with the 
“Israeli” state. As the global economy 
expanded in the 1980s, and as pres-
sure built amongst Indian elites to 
privatize and deregulate the economy, 
India looked to “Israel” as a conduit 
through which to build closer ties 
with the United States. Over the last 
three decades, India has liberalized its 
economy, ramped up its violent wars 
against resistance groups in Kashmir 
and in Central and Northeast India, and 
drew diplomatically closer to the U.S. 
In turn, India has established a  power-

ful tripartite relationship with “Israel” 
and the U.S. in defense, intelligence, 
and business.

Military Collaboration
The Indian government began col-

laborating with “Israel” long before Na-
rendra Modi’s rise to power. When In-
dia found itself ill-equipped to fight in 
the high altitudes of the Himalayas dur-
ing war with China in 1962, then-Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru reached out 
to David Ben-Gurion for assistance, 
requesting he send military aid to In-
dia in unmarked ships. Ben-Gurion, 
known as “Israel’s” founding father, 
insisted that the ships fly the “Israeli” 
flag and India accepted, precipitating 
a long-term transactional relationship 
between the two warmongers. “Where-
as the inhabitants of the Indian pen-
insula are Hindus whose hearts have 
been full of hatred towards Muslims, 
India is the most important base for us 
to work there from against Pakistan,” 
Ben-Gurion said in 1967. “It is essential 
that we exploit this base and strike and 
crush Pakistanis, enemies of Jews and 
Zionism, by all disguised and secret 
plans.” Only a year later, Indira Gandhi 
created the Indian intelligence agency 
RAW — and instructed her spies to  
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A Total Economic Embrace

FROM KASHMIR TO PALESTINE

REBELLION—THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION!

Protestors throw rocks at Indian authorities during a 2016 uprising in Srinagar.

Military, Colonial, and 
Ideological Tactics 
Unite India and Israel

An Allyship in Apartheid, Occupation, and 
Genocide 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives Benjamin Netanyahu with a bear hug during a 2017 visit to India.

Ruthless in its conniving balance of 
imperial ambitions and hollow anti-co-
lonial rhetoric, India is a craven ally of 
“Israeli” occupation. Behind the specta-
cle of Narendra Modi giving Benjamin 
Netanyahu a bear hug are the Indian 
capitalists whose material support fu-
els India’s zealous partnership with the 
Zionist entity. 

Indian corporations commit vast 
amounts of capital to critical compo-
nents of “Israel’s” genocidal campaign, 
facilitating the manufacture of every-
thing from rockets, explosives, drones, 
weapons, and armored vehicles to 
cloud computing and banking services. 
Major Indian conglomerates, including 
Tata, Reliance, Adani, Infosys, Mahin-
dra, Wipro, and many others, have col-
lectively invested billions of dollars in 
the Zionist entity’s architecture of oc-
cupation. These investments span the 
sectors of agriculture, pharmaceuti-
cals, military, and technology — a total 
economic embrace. 

The United States, of course, plays 
a decisive role in the maintenance of 
Zionism and the Zionist entity. To se-
cure its own hegemony and imperial 
interests, the U.S. has long served as 
the hosting grounds for Zionist func-
tionaries to build relationships with 
international right-wing forces, includ-
ing Hindu nationalists. The U.S. over-
sees a nexus of international trade and 
finance through austerity-enforcing 

imperialist institutions, like the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank, which pressure and in-
centivize countries to engage favorably 
with the U.S. and its allies, including 
the apartheid state of “Israel.”

As in other parts of the world, these 
forces of austerity pushed large swaths 
of the Indian population into a con-
stant state of exploitation, while also 
nurturing a capitalist class that does 
the bidding of the American empire. 
Rewarded with subsidies and protec-
tions, private capital has repeatedly po-
sitioned itself as fascism’s most reliable 
friend.

The surge in support for supremacist 
ideologies — namely, Islamophobia, 
Brahminism/casteism, and regional 
dominance — has made pro-Palestin-
ian lip service less necessary for In-
dia’s political leaders. Meanwhile, the 
West continues to invest in the India-
Middle East-Europe Economic Corri-
dor, embracing India as both a bulwark 
against China and a strategic market 
for weapons and green energy. As a 
friendly West makes concessions that 
India has sought for decades and pres-
ents “Israel” as a strategic alternative 
to Moscow for arms and energy needs, 
a pro-“Israel” stance is only logical for 
India’s unscrupulous, self-interested 
leaders. As the second-largest trading 
partner in Asia, and seventh-largest 
globally, India has emerged as an im-

portant economic partner for “Israel” 
and vice versa. Bilateral trade (exclud-
ing defense) between India and “Israel” 
grew significantly from $132 million in 
1990 to $10.7 billion in 2023, with a di-
versified portfolio including diamonds, 
petroleum products, chemicals, elec-
tronic machinery, and high-tech prod-
ucts.

India has always relied on private 
corporations as conduits of foreign 
investments in order to fulfill its am-
bitions of growth. In 2022, the Adani 
Group, one of India’s most politically 
powerful conglomerates, acquired 
the largest port in “Israel,” the Port of 
Haifa, a key stop for the trillion tons 
of weapons deployed against the resis-
tance and civilians in Palestine. Adani 
manufactures weapons and drones di-
rectly for the Israeli Occupation Forces 
(IOF); in partnership with Elbit Sys-
tems, they operate the only Hermes 
900 drone manufacturing facility out-
side “Israel.” Similarly, Indian con-
glomerates Infosys, WIPRO, and Ma-
hindra Group have significant ties to 
“Israel’s” defense and technology sec-
tors — some of which are mediated by 
the U.S. government. Infosys supports 
“Israel’s” apartheid infrastructure and 
U.S. arms manufacturers with strong 
connections through its IT subsidiary 
Panaya. WIPRO, through its subsidiary 
Wipro-Givon, supplies aerospace parts 
for Lockheed Martin’s F-35 jets (often 

sent to the IOF) and has a plant in the 
United States. Mahindra Group col-
laborates with Israeli Aerospace Indus-
tries on cybersecurity tools, expanding 
their use in India and reselling them to 
“Israel.”

In return for their fidelity, Indian 
capitalists enjoy state support without 
facing state control. The arrangement 
grants the Indian business elite sub-
stantial power to expropriate surplus 
capital and exert boundless influence 
over nearly every dimension of social 
life. A primary example is Tata, a pre-
independence company founded with 
the blessings of the British Raj, collo-
quially known as the ‘salt to software 
conglomerate.’ Tata is often credited 
with laying the very foundations for In-
dian capitalism. Indeed, by masquerad-
ing as a philanthropic force while abus-
ing control over essential public goods 
to build infrastructures of death and 
destruction, Tata exemplifies Indian 
capitalism.

The infrastructures of death built by 
Indian capitalists — both at home in 
India and abroad in states like Israel 
— are not only roadmaps of complicity. 
They are also roadmaps for action — 
detailed instruction manuals for where 
and how to strike at the facilitators of 
settler colonialism and genocide.

The capitalist class defends its violent interests by creating and maintain-
ing a monopoly over war-making. Indian capitalists, from Adani, Reliance, 
and Wipro, to Infosys, Mahindra, and Tata, are no exception. The only way 
to strike at the settler war machine is to target alliances between capital and 
genocide. As anti-imperialists and anti-capitalists, SALAM believes we must 
fight where we and these corporations are: here in NYC.

From manufacturing weapon components used in the mass slaughter of 
Palestinians, providing banking services to Zionist settlers, maintaining cloud 
computing infrastructure for the “Israeli” government and the IOF via Project 
Nimbus, to supplying armored vehicles to patrol stolen Palestinian land, Tata 
has established significant ties with “Israel” through its various subsidiaries 
and business ventures. Tata Boeing Aero-space Limited, Tata Cisco Alliance, 
Tata Lockheed, and Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) along with its Banking 
Services Bureau (BSB) are key in this equation.

 
They are complicit. Tata produces many components of “Israel’s” geno-

cidal infrastructure, including weapons, banking services to Zionist settlers, 
cloud computing infrastructure for the “Israeli” government and the IDF via 
Project Nimbus, and armored vehicles to patrol stolen Palestinian land. They 
have also joined forces with the extreme right-wing government of Narendra 
Modi, embedding themselves into the government-run Atmanirbhar or ‘Make 
in India’ agenda.

They are liars. Tata benefits from cultivating a false image of benevolent 
industrialism and philanthropic community-building while actively engaging 
in the death and destruction of our communities.

They are everywhere. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), which provides IT 
and banking services to the “Israeli” project, has offices and facilities located 
at 101 Park Ave, New York and on Cornell’s Roosevelt Island campus. TCS is 
also the primary sponsor of the New York City Marathon.

Tata, a behemoth synonymous with 
Indian capitalism itself, stands out as 
a prime example of private capital’s 
complicity in genocide. Tata must be 
stopped – and we will do it together. 

Scan the QR code and stay 
tuned to www.indiaisrael.org 
as we share updates about 
the Campaign.



On a single day this February in the 
Indian city of Lucknow, fifteen thou-
sand men traveled long distances and 
waited for hours to submit their appli-
cations for jobs on “Israeli” construc-
tion sites. This was driven by the gov-
ernments of India and “Israel” signing 
a labor deal, under which India began 
dispatching its workers to literally build 
the Zionist project. Capitalism cannot 
survive without a mass of unemployed 
people. Migrating for work across bor-
ders has been central to maintaining 
this system, now being facilitated by 
exploitative regimes solidifying their 
cooperation across sectors.

With no shortage of capital flow-
ing freely from the U.S., “Israel” is in 
constant need of cheap labor. “Israel” 
has always wantonly abused Palestin-
ian labor under a draconian system of 
apartheid, permits, and surveillance, 
forcing Palestinians to build the foun-
dation of their own destruction. But 

since maintaining a Palestinian labor 
force would contradict “Israel’s” demo-
graphic goal of ethnic cleansing, they 
have begun importing migrant labor 
from the Global South to replace Pal-
estinian workers. The drive to replace 
Palestinian labor has intensified since 
the revocation of work permits for Pal-
estinians beginning on October 7th, 
2023, and India has emerged as a loyal 
ally in this effort.

India had previously inked agree-
ments to send workers to Taiwan and 
Japan as part of a broadening ‘labor 
diplomacy’ strategy. Recently, it signed 
a deal to send 100,000 construction 
workers to “Israel,” with direct govern-
ment involvement in the recruitment 
process, facilitating extortion through 
fees and excluding Muslim workers. 
Since March 2024, 6,000 workers have 
been sent, adding to the 18,000 Indian 
care workers already in “Israel.” The 
script reads familiar: workers from the 

Global South, who face dire economic 
conditions at home, are driven to seek 
employment abroad. Grappling with 
the highest degree of unemployment 

and inflation seen in decades, workers 
in India are desperate, and the govern-

ment is eager to export this discontent-
ment. 

Amid extreme economic precarity 
and with the world’s second-largest 
army and police force, the Indian 
government has little trouble crush-
ing resistance as it imposes a brutal 
dilemma on its people: accept destitu-
tion or participate in genocidal labor. 
Already bogged down by the growing 
strength of the Hindu right, organized 
labor has little bargaining power in the 
country. And yet, trade unions in India 
have shown significant demonstrations 
of solidarity. From political education 
to material disruption, workers across 
sectors are challenging Indian complic-
ity in genocide.

Trade unions like the Centre of In-
dian Trade Unions (CITU), affiliated 
with the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), and the New Trade Union 
Initiative (NTUI) have mobilized in 
support of the Palestinian people and 

against the Indian government’s sup-
port for “Israel.” CITU has been orga-
nizing regular indoor gatherings (‘hall 
meetings’) and distributing pamphlets 
in public places to show solidarity with 
Palestine. The Construction Workers 
Federation of India expressed solidar-
ity with the people of Palestine and 
denounced the recruitment of Indian 
workers to “Israel’s” construction sec-
tor, calling it a “sinister ploy to exploit 
our country’s poor construction work-
ers ... by offering lucrative salaries at 
the expense of death, starvation and 
income losses of fellow Palestinian 
workers.” In February 2024, port work-
ers represented by the Water Transport 
Workers Federation of India declared 
that they would refuse to load weapons 
bound for “Israel.”

Leftist trade unions recognize the In-
dian state’s role for what it is: support-
ing the Zionist war machine by erasing 
Palestinian lives and shuttling Indian 

workers away under more precarious 
conditions than the economic destitu-
tion back home.

Millions of Farmers Against 
Zionism 

Agricultural workers of India are 
at the heart of the India-”Israel” rela-
tionship, with agriculture being a key 
sector of collaboration, right after de-
fense. Coordinated primarily through 
Mashav, a Zionist agency set up to 
evade boycott through agricultural 
development programs in the Global 
South, “Israel” has established tens of 
agri-tech transfer centers across India. 
It runs multiple water management 
projects and regularly conducts train-
ings with farmers. Representing itself 
as the “responsible,” and thus legiti-
mate steward of Palestinian lands, the 
Zionist entity uses these “innovation” 
export programs as a form of settler-
colonial erasure.

India’s agrarian community is cru-
cial in its labor landscape and has led 
the world’s largest peasant movement 
against privatization of agriculture. 
AIKS, the largest farmers organization 
in India, with a membership of nearly 
15 million farmers across 27 states and 
closely connected to the Communist 
Party of India, was one of the central 
forces in this movement. AIKS en-
dorsed BDS in 2017 and supports Pal-
estinian liberation. The following state-
ment was made for this publication.

All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) 
Expresses Full Solidarity with 
Palestine, Denounces Zionism, 
Imperialism, and their Lackeys

The All India Kisan Sabha (AIKS) 
extends its unconditional solidarity 
to the people of Palestine in their just 
struggle.

The AIKS, born out of the fervent an-
ti-imperialist struggle against the Brit-
ish colonialists, fully understands the 
gravity of the horrendous, genocidal 
violence unleashed on the Palestinian 
people by imperialism and its lackey, 
Zionist “Israel.” 

The widest possible unity in action 
by free nations, secular and democratic 
forces, peace-loving people, and the 
toiling masses the world over must be 
forged to stop this war and genocide. 
AIKS commits itself to this avowed 
cause — the Palestinian people’s strug-
gle for liberation — a cause long upheld 
by the people of India throughout their 
own freedom struggle and kept up till 
recently after obtaining independence 
as a nation state. 

The AIKS condemns the dubious 
maneuvering of the Modi regime that 
sabotages this legacy and its criminal 
act of exporting weapons equipment 
to Zionist “Israel” to carry out mass 
murder in Palestine, particularly in 
Gaza. We call upon the secular demo-
cratic masses in our country to rise in 
united protest against this abetment of 
the international crime of genocide in 
Palestine done by the Modi regime, and 
to extend solidarity to the suffering fra-
ternal people of Palestine in their right-
ful struggle.

The drive to replace 
Palestinian labor 
has intensified since 
October 7th, with a 
recent deal potentially 
sending 100,000 
construction workers 
from India to Israel.

August End of British Rule in 
India. Indian Independence Act is 
passed leading to the partition of 
India and Pakistan.

October The Jammu Massacre, 
an RSS-planned ethnic cleans-
ing of over 500,000 Muslims in 
Kashmir.

November India votes against 
United Nations (UN) Palestine 
Partition Plan.

The popular narrative of India’s complicated, winding path from friend of Palestine to ally 
of “Israel” obscures a decades-long history of Indian and “Israeli” collaboration.
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Forging Unity In Action
Workers Challenge India’s Complicity in Genocide

Shared Strategies
make friends with the “Israeli” Mossad

More than two decades of joint “Is-
raeli” Occupation Forces-Indian Army 
training exercises and transfers of 
weaponry and surveillance equipment 
from “Israel” to India have further ce-
mented a strong defense relationship. 
Since 1999, when “Israel” supplied In-
dia’s offensive against Pakistan with 
mortars and laser-guided missiles, the 
relationship has ballooned into annual 
purchases worth $1 billion in weap-
ons from “Israel,” including “Israeli” 
sensors, Heron drones, and assault 
rifles that are used to target and si-
lence Kashmiris. Since 2014, India has 
been the largest purchaser of “Israeli” 
weapons on the planet. India exports 
its population, too, sending workers to 
“Israeli” construction and care sectors.

Amid the ongoing genocide, “Israel” 
is looking for new partners to counter 
pressures on Western universities to 
sever ties with “Israel.” India has in 
turn been a willing and reliable partner 
for “Israeli” universities and weapons 
companies. Emerging relationships be-
tween universities and weapons manu-
facturers have bloomed into new hubs 
of defense and technology research for 
both state projects. 

Settler Colonialism
The Zionist state has long inspired 

and materially supported India’s set-
tler-colonial occupation of Kashmir. 
During the Kashmiri armed insurgen-
cy in the 1990s, the “Israeli”-trained 
Indian Army used “Israeli” weapons 
and counterinsurgency tactics against 
the people of Kashmir — including 
large-scale massacres, torture, sexual 
violence, preventive detention, extra-
judicial killings, and home demolitions, 
wherein the Indian Army destroyed 
entire neighborhoods and villages in 
a brutal attempt to crush dissent. The 
Indian military has continued to seize, 
occupy, and enclose vast stretches of 
land in the region for military opera-
tions and training without approval 
from civilian governing bodies (now an 
estimated >50,000 hectares), making 
Kashmir the most militarized region on 
earth. This laid the groundwork for In-
dia’s “Israel”-inspired settler colonial-
ism, seizing “abandoned” or “absentee” 
Kashmiri land as public in order to later 
turn it over to settlers.

India’s oppression hit a fever pitch 
in 2019, when the ethno-nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) govern-
ment withdrew what few protections 
existed for Kashmiris and granted Indi-
an citizens from the mainland rights to 

own land, conduct business, and settle 
in Kashmir — initiating a new phase 
of Indian occupation. The New Delhi 
government then embarked on a pro-
cess to change land acquisition rules, 
facilitating state and corporate land 
grabs while continuing to open up land 
for settlement by Indians. These new 
settlers will likely be housed in “Israel-
like” guarded enclaves, as Indian gov-
ernment officials begin building explic-
itly Hindu-only settlements in Kashmir.  

Several Indian leaders, including 
diplomats, aspirationally praise “Is-
raeli” tactics in Palestine. These tactics 
are expanding beyond Kashmir, with 
India’s usage of “Israeli” drones to fire 
teargas on protesting farmers in Hary-
ana, its drone surveillance of Maoist 
insurgents in Chhattisgarh, and its tar-
geted demolition of anti-fascist activ-
ists’ homes across several states. 

Hindutva-Zionism
Hindutva, the dominant fascist ideol-

ogy in contemporary India, has found 
common civilizational cause with Zion-
ism. Ethnonationalism unites the “Is-
raeli” and Indian projects — both were 
inspired by European fascism and race 
science, both necessitating the oppres-
sion of an internal “enemy,” namely 
Muslims. Though distinct in their his-
tories, they share an imaginary of a re-
ligious homeland, a passion for racial 
purity, and a myth of belonging to some 
“age-old” civilizations. 

For the RSS, a paramilitary volun-
teer-based organization that cultivates 
the foot soldiers of Hindutva and is a 
prime inspiration for the BJP, “Israel” 
has long been viewed as the ideal. Be-
ginning in the 1940s, membership in 
organizations affiliated with the RSS 
grew across the U.S. The Hindu right 
modeled itself on the Zionist lobby, bor-
rowing strategies such as the harass-
ment of students and academics, fre-
quent lawsuits, media disinformation 
campaigns, and a facade of progressive 
values weaponized to accuse critics of 
bigotry. 

American affiliates of the RSS have 
grown and more regularly collaborate 
with Zionist organizations — conduct-
ing joint advocacy, co-hosting events, 
arranging diplomatic visits, and often 
even sharing personnel. In short, the 
rise of the Hindu right in India has 
ushered in a new phase of the India-
“Israel” relationship: one in which India 
is a key global partner in manufactur-
ing both material military equipment 
and consent for the genocide against 
the Palestinian people.

Continued From Page 1

A Palestine solidarity rally organized by Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU) and left-wing political parties.

A Not-So-Brief History of Collaboration
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India buys about $1 billion in “Israeli” arms each year.

L.K Advani becomes first 
Indian state minister to visit 
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partition system. 

India and “Israel” set up a 
joint anti-terror commission, 
responding to what they call 
a “common enemy.” The 
commission focuses on bor-
der control and counterinsur-
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and public “security” coop-
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The Kashmiri Bond With Palestine

The brutal execution of 12-year-old 
Muhammad al-Durrah in September of 
2000, a few days into the Second Intifa-
da, radicalized me. I was just around his 
age and the image of his father shield-
ing him from the “Israeli” gunfire, the 
boy’s face in absolute fear just seconds 
before he was shot, remains imprinted 
in my brain. The next few months, I was 
glued to the TV, watching young Pales-
tinian boys throwing rocks at “Israeli” 
tanks, in awe of their bravery against 
“Israeli” military might. 

These scenes reignited memories of 
the 1990s in Kashmir, a period marked 
by armed resistance and a mass popu-
lar uprising — inspired by the First In-
tifada — against Indian rule. Amid the 
brutal war crimes committed by the In-
dian army, my family left Kashmir for 
the U.S. Growing up, I heard Kashmir 
and Palestine spoken about in the same 
breath — in the fervent prayers of the 
faithful and in the resigned explana-
tions of the elders: yih chu Falasteenus 

manz ti gasaan (this is what happens in 
Palestine, too). Al-Durrah and the other 
young Palestinian boys felt like my own 
brothers and cousins; when I attended 
my first protests for Palestine, I was 
marching for Kashmir as well. 

The Kashmiri bond with Palestine 
goes beyond the shared historical 
struggle for liberation or the realiza-
tion that our oppressors share tactics. 
It’s rooted in a condition: of possibility, 
of human resilience, of spirit and faith, 
but also of constant disappointment 
amidst ongoing colonization. I felt this 
acutely when I first visited Palestine in 
the spring of 2010. The narratives of 
intergenerational trauma and fortitude, 
the stories of the martyrs and the fight-
ers, felt achingly familiar. (I remember 
a young Kashmiri man who lost one eye 
to Indian pellets during a protest, only 
to say that he was ready to give his oth-
er eye the next day.) There were the ev-
eryday negotiations and compromises, 
too, in the way that so many people’s 

livelihoods were tied to the occupying 
power, the stinging betrayals of those 
who sold out the cause.

Kashmiris, like Palestinians, know 
what it means to be deprived of not 
only our homes, land, and livelihood, 
but also our dignity. What it’s like to 
ask a thief for your rights, to bow your 
head before an armed intruder, entreat-
ing them to release a relative from 
prison or to hand back a confiscated 
passport — these are the humiliations 
imposed by settler colonialism on both 
our peoples.

The most sinister tool in the arsenal 
of an occupying power is the narrative 
of its own inevitability. So many of us 
have come to internalize this sense of 
inevitability. Seeing Palestinians insist 
on the truth of their own history has 
returned me to my own. I am twelve 
again, watching, in awe, transfixed by 
the dawn of another world — where 
the death of our martyrs  will  not be 
in vain.

Hafsa Kanjwal on Shared History and Struggle

A Not-So-Brief History of Collaboration

January India sends combat drones to 
“Israel” for potential use in Gaza.

February Water Transport Workers 
Federation of India vow not to load 
or offload ships carrying weapons to 
“Israel.”

April Indian workers arrive in “Israel” 
to take on jobs denied to Palestinians.

April India refuses to sign the UN 
Human Rights Council Resolution 
calling for suspension of arms sales to 
“Israel.”

March Under Modi’s Make in India ini-
tiative, “Israel” Aerospace Industries 
(IAI) sets up an Indian subsidiary to 
develop missiles for the Indian army. 

June Indian right-wing political com-
mentator Anand Ranganathan calls 
for “Israel-like” solution in Kashmir.

20
24

20
23

January Adani Group, 
one of India’s largest and 
most politically powerful 
conglomerates, acquires 
a majority stake (70 per-
cent) in the Haifa Port. 
The deal is meant to draw 
India into the Middle 
East and Europe and help 
“Israel” integrate deeper 
into the Middle East and 
the Far East. 

May India signs an 
agreement to provide 
42,000 Indian workers 
for “Israel’s” construction 
and care-giving sectors, 
substituting the labor 
of 70,000 Palestinians 
whose work permits are 
revoked.

India abstains from UN GA resolu-
tion calling for the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) to assess 
“Israel’s” “prolonged occupation” of 
Palestinian land.

July: First meeting of I2U2, a new 
trade bloc comprising “Israel,” India, 
the US, and the UAE, providing 
American political and financial pro-
tections for violence committed by 
right wing governments in “Israel,” 
India, and the UAE. 

20
22

TS Tirumurti, India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN, de-
scribes “Israel’s” strikes on Gaza 
as “retaliatory” and not acts of 
aggression.

India abstains from the UN 
resolution demanding “Israel” 
provide adequate investigation 
resources to UNSCIIP.

20
21

India abstains from voting on 
UN GA resolution demand-
ing “Israeli” cooperation 
with Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices 
Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Palestinian People 
(UNSCIIP).

20
20

August: With the abrogation of 
Articles 370 and 35A, India ef-
fectively annexes Kashmir. About 
50,000 troops deployed, communi-
cations suspended, and thousands 
of Kashmiris arrested. “Israel” 
expresses support for the abroga-
tion in September.

November: The Consulate General 
of India in New York calls for In-
dia to institute the “Israeli model” 
in Kashmir — building settlements 
to promote the so-called “return” 
of Hindus to Kashmir.

20
19

May: Official state 
delegation from Hary-
ana visits “Israel” and 
meets with Mossad to 
sharpen their “intelli-
gence gathering skills” 
for uprisings and 
agitations.

20
18

July: Narendra Modi 
becomes first Indian 
PM to visit “Israel,” 
announcing a “stra-
tegic partnership” 
between the two 
countries.

20
17

India abstains from voting 
for an United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council resolu-
tion condemning “Israel” for 
its conduct during “Opera-
tion Protective Edge.”

20
15

India abstains from vote calling 
on the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to investigate “Is-
raeli” war crimes.

India becomes the world’s larg-
est buyer of weapons from the 
Zionist entity, with 42.1% of all 
“Israeli” arms exports landing 
in India.

20
14

India flies in special instructors 
from “Israel” to train Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 
paramilitary commandos in 
the use of “Israeli” automatic 
rifles against Indigenous Maoist 
insurgents.

20
11

India flies 
“Israeli” 
drones over 
Chhattis-
garh, Orissa, 
and Andhra 
Pradesh to 
surveil Mao-
ist resistance 
groups.

20
10

Maharashtra forms 
special commando 
units, trained by “Is-
rael” and deployed in 
the state capital, Mum-
bai. The city’s police 
commissioner publicly 
declares that India 
needs a more militarist 
approach and should 
learn from “Israel’s” 
“killer instinct” and 
unapologetic response 
to criticism.

20
09

India buys about $1 billion in “Israeli” arms each year.

September Establish-
ment of India-Middle 
East-Europe Economic 
Corridor (IMEC), which 
seeks to build a new 
transit corridor to 
consolidate American 
economic and political 
interests. IMEC aims 
to counter China’s Belt 
and Road Initiative 
(BRI) by strengthening 
relationships between 
the UAE, “Israel,” and 
India through rail and 
shipping lines.

October India declines 
to call for a ceasefire in 
Gaza at UN GA. Naren-
dra Modi is among the 
first world leaders to 
condemn Hamas.

2014

Operation Protective Edge: “Israeli” 
bombardment of Gaza

2019

Great March of Return

2021

“Israeli” Bombardment of Gaza

2023

Al-Aqsa Flood

Unwavering Resilience: An Unnamed 
Kashmiri Comments on Solidarity

“Israel” serves as a constant source 
of inspiration for the Indian occupation 
of Kashmir, including for India’s intense 
repression of Kashmiri speech, protest, 
and life. Occupation makes a struggle 
out of daily life and attempts to impose 
a totalizing silence on Kashmiris who 
speak about this struggle. But like Pal-
estine — in the face of violence, crimi-
nalization, and erasure — Kashmir still 
speaks. SALAM interviewed a member 
of Kashmiri civil society on the paral-
lels between Palestine and Kashmir, the 
solidarity between the two, and the cur-
rent sociopolitical moment. Citing safe-
ty concerns, they have chosen to remain 
anonymous.

On Kashmiri solidarity through history:
Facing their own brutal occupation, 

Kashmiris are painfully familiar with 
the loss, dispossession, and suffering of 

Palestinians. The Jammu massacre, the 
RSS-planned ethnic cleansing of over 
500,000 Muslims in Kashmir, happened 
only a year before the Palestinian Na-
kba. 

Kashmiris have not shied away from 
using terms more closely associated 
with the Palestinian struggle to describe 
their own movements. Intifada and Na-
kba are just two such examples. While 
Intifada was first used as a descriptive 
of the Kashmiri resistance in early 90s, 
it has been more powerfully deployed 
since the 2008 and 2010 mass uprisings 
of 2008 and 2010 in Kashmir. Pictures 
from these uprisings of young men fac-
ing armored vehicles with nothing but 
stones bear a striking resemblance to 
street protests in Palestine.

On Kashmiri students and the Indian 
ban on public solidarity:

The only student organizations per-
mitted in Kashmir are those backed by 
the state; those that support Palestin-
ian liberation, like the Islami Jamiat-e-
Talaba (the oldest and largest student 
organization in Kashmir), are banned.  
In an attempt to silence an entire peo-
ple, all expressions of resistance — no 
matter how small — are repressed in 
Kashmir. At this year’s historic Mu-
harram procession in the capital city of 
Srinagar, which took place for the first 
time in a decade, participants raised 
the Palestinian flag. In turn, the state 
booked these participants under the 
draconian Unlawful Activities Preven-
tion Act (UAPA). The point I am mak-
ing is that, despite this immense sup-
pression and a high cost of speaking, 
Kashmiris continue to express solidar-
ity with Palestine.

On oppression before, during, and after Oc-
tober 7th:

For Kashmiris, what stands out is 
both the unwavering resilience of Pal-
estinians in Gaza in the face of a geno-

cide and that their faith in God is the 
source of this resilience. October 7th 
has shown that liberation comes at a 
cost and through massive sacrifice. It 
has lifted the masks off (if any were 
still on) the faces of the ‘liberal’ world, 
exposing the inadequacy of interna-
tional law when the occupier is backed 
by the Empire. 

The overarching vocabulary to de-
scribe the Kashmiri condition that 
the Kashmiris themselves use is one 
of zulm — a Kashmiri/Urdu/Persian/
Arabic word that roughly translates to 
“oppression.” I think it is important to 
focus on the vocabulary used on the 
ground. Words that are understood 
across borders as if they were part of 
the vernacular, in my opinion, show 
us the true nature of these resistance 
movements and their interconnected-
ness. A seventy-year-old from Gaza 
and a seventy-year-old from Kashmir 
may or may not know the English word 
“genocide,” but both will immediately 
recognize “zulm” as a part of their 
common vocabulary.

REBELLION

Rebellion, the politics of the conscious and the courageous 

Rebellion, the reflection of a nation alive and buzzing

Rebellion, what breathes life into existence

Rebellion, what clears the path to liberation 

Rebellion, the living constitution of revolution 

Rebellion, the religion of revolutionary practice 

Rebellion, against this cruel system 

Rebellion, against forcible deprivation

Rebellion, inherent to man and matter

Rebellion, the permanent revolution!

Abdul Sattar Ranjoor (1917-1990) was a Kashmiri revolutionary poet, politician, and social 
activist who founded the Communist Party of India (CPI) in Kashmir. He led underground 
militant activities during the Quit Kashmir Movement (1946-47), aimed at ending the op-
pressive Maharaja regime. Ranjoor wrote this poem in the 1970s, during a particularly pow-
erful era of Palestinian militancy. He was assassinated in 1990. The poem was translated by 
his son, Mansoor Anwar.

A mural in Srinagar painted by Kashmiri artist Mudasir Gul in 2021.

ا�س�ت �س�ی نْزْ�ز  ہٕ�ٕ م�د�ن   �ٕ ��ز رِِ او�ت  �ز  �سب

�سلا�س�ت نْزْ�ز  ہٕ�ٕ و�س�ن  �ت  �ٕ ��ز ِ رِز او�ت  �ز  �سب

صل�ت ٕ��سز ��ز رِز نْزْ�ز  ہٕ�ٕ ��سی  ��ز ِ رِز او�ت  �ز �سب

ھ وَ�ست دِوا�ن  نْیٖ��ن  ��ب � �ست �سملِ�  او�ت  �ز �سب

�ن �ی �سئ اٲ  �ٕ ��ز ِ رِز ک  ��بُ لاٲ �ت ا�سز او�ت  �ز �سب

�یٖ�ن
یٖ د  � �زْ

�س� �سملِ�  ی  �سب لاٲ �ت ا�سز او�ت  �ز �سب

او�ت �ز �سب لمس  ُ �
س
ظُ

ھس  �ت سیِ
یِ

ھ  �ت یِسی او�ت  �ز �سب

او�ت �ز �سب نْب�س  �ب زؠ  �� �سرٕٕ ھم  چ
س
�

او�ت  �ز �سب

او�ت �ز �سب دم  اآ  �ِ ْ یْی یِسب �سادٕ  او�ت  �ز �سب

او�ت �ز �سب م  �� �ی سپ
یِ

لا�ب  �ت اِ�سز او�ت  �ز �سب

او�ت �ز �سب

Young people throw rocks at Indian security forces during an up-
rising against the Indian government’s decision to revoke Article 
370, which gave Kashmir a degree of autonomy. 

 by Abdul Sattar Ranjoor 
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